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THE VISION OF THEODORE.
[A.D. 174
'Life of Roscommon,'* with Notes, which he afterwards muc improved, indented the notes into text, and inserted it among his Lives of the English Poets.
Mr. Dodsley this year brought out his Preceptor, one of tl most valuable books for the improvement of young minds th; has appeared in any language; and to this meritorious woi Johnson furnished 'The Preface,'* containing a general sketc of the book, with a short and perspicuous recommendation < each article ; as also, 'The Vision of Theodore the Hermit, four in his Cell,'* a most beautiful allegory of human life, under tl figure of ascending the mountain of Existence. The Bishop < Dromore heard Dr. Johnson say, that he thought this was tf best thing he ever wrote1.
1749 : /ETAT. 40.]—IN January, 1749,he published The Varii, of Hitman Wishes, being the Tenth Satire of Juvenal imitated He, I believe, composed it the preceding year3. Mrs. johnso for the sake of country air, had lodgings at Hampstead, to whic he resorted occasionally, and there the greatest part, if not tl whole, of this Imitation was written4. The fervid rapidity wil which it was produced, is scarcely credible. I have heard hii say, that he composed seventy lines of it in one day, witl out putting one of them upon paper till they were finished
* Tom Tyers said that Johnson 'in one night composed, after finishing an evening in Holborn, his Hermit of Teneriffe! Gent. Mag. for 1784, p. 901. The high value that he set on this piece may be accounted for in his own words. ' Many causes may vitiate a writer's judgment of his own works. . . . What has been produced without toilsome efforts is considered with delight, as a proof of vigorous faculties and fertile invention.' Johnson's Works, vii. no. He had said much the same thirty years earlier in The Rambler (No. 21).
2   (On January 9 was published, long   wished,   another   satire   from Juvenal, by the author of London! Gent. Mag. xviii. 598, 9.
3   Sir John Hawkins, with solemn inaccuracy, represents this poem as
a consequence of the indifferent r ception of his tragedy. But the fa is, that the poem was published on tl 9th of January, and the tragedy w not acted till the 6th of the Februa following. BOSWELT... Hawkins pc haps implies what Boswcll says th he represents; but if so, lie impli it by denying it. Hawkins's./o^«w p. 201.
4  'I wrote,'lie said, 'the firstseven lines in The Vanity ofHumdn WisL in the course of one morning in th small house beyond the church Hampstead.'    Works (1787), xi. 21
5  See post under Feb.  15, \jt That Johnson did not think that hasty composition there is any gre merit, is shewn by The Rambler, N 169, entitled Labour necessary to e ceilence.   There he describes ' pri
I rememb
•t rLife, p. 361). Johnson in the first of the passages says they had not met at all for thirty years—that is to say, not since 1753 ; while in the last two passages he implies that their weekly meetings came to an end about 1751. I cannot understand moreover how, if Bathurst, ' his beloved friend,' belonged to the club, Johnson should have forgotten it. Bathurst died in the expedition to the Havannah about 1762. Two others of those given in Hawkins's list were certainly dead by 1783. M'Ghie, who died while the club existed (Id. p. 361), and Dr. Salter. A writer in the Builder (Tltc. 1884) says, ' The King's Head was burnt down twenty-five years ago, but the cellarage remains beneath No. 4, Alldis's dining-rooms, on the eastern side.'
